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What to expect today

• Who am I?  

• What is Read With You?

• Publishing and ESL Curriculum Development  

• Translation 

• Research and the American Language Journal 

• Read With You and Language Revitalization 



Who Am I? 
Role in the IEL Lab at Purdue

• Tuahka Dictionary 

• Mayangna Asangpas Textbook Project 

• Indigenous and Endangered Languages Lab 

• Thesis on Native American language revitalization
• Ideology 

• Structure of Educational Programs 

• Published Materials 



Who Am I?
Role at Read With You 

• Building education company and publisher, Read With You 

• Head of research and development at Read With You 

• American Language Journal Editor 





What is Read With You

• Read With You is an education startup 

• Focused on…
• developing strong, student-focused, research-backed educational materials 

• connecting students with experts by offering one-on-one online lessons with 
certified, licensed teachers

• bridging the divide between language researchers and language educators 

• giving back to the community through company-wide donation projects 
involving staff, teachers, and students
• The golden monkey logo represents endangered species and languages



Read With You ESL Curriculum
Let’s focus on….



English Language Series

Flagship 
Series

Phonics

Series

Grammar

Series

Vocabulary

Series

Pronunciation

Series

• Series designed to support each aspect of language 
learning

• Fully adaptable to individual students’ skills

• There’s a book for every student. 



Let’s look deeper…

Flagship 
Series

Phonics

Series

Grammar

Series

Vocabulary

Series

Pronunciation

Series



Flagship Series

for English
Language Learners



Flagship Series

teaching grammar on 
every page



Flagship Series

teaching vocabulary on 
every page



Flagship Series

teaching pronunciation on 
every page



Pronunciation

Grammar

Vocabulary

True Level 5 
Pronunciation 
focus



Flagship Series
▪ Key Features:
- ESL Levels 1-6
- Engaging stories 
- Salient focus on linguistic features
- Detailed illustrations introduce opportunities to describe

▪ Unique Attribute: 
- Written with targeted linguistic features repeated throughout

▪ Take Away Point: 
- Learn English naturally through exposure and practice with each 

linguistic feature
- Literacy Power



English Language Series

Flagship 
Series

Phonics

Series

Grammar

Series

Vocabulary

Series

Pronunciation

Series

• Series designed to support each aspect of language 
learning

• Fully adaptable to individual students’ skills

• There’s a book for every student. 

Let’s look deeper…



Beginner Grammar

• New series: Let’s Learn Grammar 



Beginner Grammar

• New series: Let’s Learn Grammar 

• Identifying parts of speech as 
taught in the US English 
classroom.



Upcoming Grammar Series:

Let’s Explore Grammar

• Equipping students with tools for testing parts of speech, such as 
coordination.  



Grammar Toolkit



Grammar Toolkit
• 25 books
• Uses illustrations to demonstrate 

how grammar changes meaning.





Grammar Series

▪ Key Features:
- 25 books / 25 grammar features specifically selected for native 

speakers of Chinese 
- One book for each grammar feature 
- Activities and practice in each book

▪ Unique Attribute: 
- Teaches how grammar changes meaning.  Does not focus on 

memorizing rules. 

▪ Take Away Point: 
- Designed to model grammar acquisition through natural language 

acquisition processes.  (Meaning vs. Rules)



Phonics Series
• Learning the alphabet and their 

sounds 
(Sound-Letter Correspondence) 



Phonics Series 
• Letters, Digraphs, and Blends



Phonics Series
▪ Key Features:
- 11 vocabulary words per book
- 5 sets – letters (abc), consonants (bcdf), vowels (aeiou), consonant 

blends (br, bl, cr), digraphs (ph, sh, ck)
- 100 books 

▪ Unique Attribute: 
- Every letter, consonant cluster (blend), and letter combination 

(digraph) exemplified in detail. 

▪ Take Away Point: 
- Learn basics of English sounds and reading by practicing with every 

common sound combination. 



Let’s Make New Sound: ch



Tongue Twister Tom
• 41 Books
• 41 Sounds



Tongue Twister Tom
• Practice Accurate Sound 

Production





Pronunciation Series

▪ Key Features:
- Warm up activity 
- Alliteration 
- Exercises

▪ Unique Attribute: 
- Teaches linguistic and physiological awareness (rather than phonemic 

awareness). 

▪ Take Away Point: 
- Activities, self-assessment tools, and frequent repetition of sounds to 

improve accurate pronunciation. 



Vocabulary Overall
• My First 

• 20 books 
• 250 common words 
• 17 most frequent sentence patterns 
• Take your first steps in English 

• All Around Me  
• 20 books 
• 250 common words
• Describe the world and things they see most
• Promotes self-awareness
• Learn to build sentences 
• Let’s explore the world together

• Who Am I? 
• 20 books 
• 120 animals
• Written in question format to activate vocabulary 
• Promotes exploration of biology 
• Includes facts about each animal
• Strengthen scientific deduction skills 
• Discover science with young scientists 



Spanish 
Series



Spanish Series



Russian Series



Turkish Series



Coming Soon… 



12 Pieces to Solve the Puzzle of English

• Multifaceted Flagship Series 

• Phonics

• Vocabulary

• Grammar

• Pronunciation

• Literacy Basics

• Reading: Literary Analysis 

• Speaking 

• Spelling

• Writing

• Pragmatics

• Listening Techniques 



12 Pieces to Solve the Puzzle of English

• Multifaceted Flagship Series 
• Strong plot, linguistic features

• Phonics
• Sound-letter correspondence 

• Vocabulary
• Clearly depicted meaning

• Grammar
• Demonstration of structure 

• Pronunciation
• Accurate production

• Literacy Basics
• Sounding out new words

• Spelling
• Basics of writing accurately

• Reading: Literary Analysis 
• Plot, character development tools

• Writing
• Organized thoughts 

• Listening Techniques
• Key word identification, compensation

• Speaking
• Fluency and expression

• Pragmatics
• Semantics beyond grammar and vocabulary



Read With You Research
Let’s focus on….





Research and Development



ALJ – American Language Journal



Research and Publishing

American Language Journal American Language Teachers











After a year of collecting data…



Research on pronunciation acquisition 

• Prediction: Students will improve accuracy of 41 English sounds by 10% 
annually 

Preliminary results:

• Pretest average: 83%

• Posttest average: 93%

• Non-Transferable sounds (e.g., syllabic r, ‘girl’): 51% average pretest score

• Transferable sounds (e.g., /k/, ‘cat’): 88% average pretest score 



Read With You 2019 Donation Project
Let’s focus on….



Native American Language Revitalization

2012 trip to Cherokee, NC

with IELL and Prof. Benedicto



Native American Language Revitalization

2018 with Gil Jackson

2019 Project – Cherokee Textbook



Thank you 
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